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FI 190 Prisme mathématique : calcul de surfaces
Argile
Haglr:leur : 16,7 cm; largeur : 7 cm
karsa (Basse-Mésopotamie)
poque paléo-babylonienne (vers le XVIII® siécle av. J.-C.)

Louvre : AD BBGZ2

Bibliographie sommaire ;

F. Thureau-Dangin ;: Revue d'Assyriologie, XXIX, (1932). p. 1 ss

F. Thureau-Dangin ; Textes Mathématiguas Eauggunfens. Leiden (1938), p. 64 55
Neugebauer : Mathematische Keilschriftexte (1935), p. 108 ss

Au-dessus de la premiére face, sur la tranche, mention de la

déesse Nisaba, patronne de I'écriture et de la science des
nombres.

Le prisme comprend plusieurs problémes.

Les quatre premiers concernent des calculs sur une surface de
rectangle, les trois autres sont des comptes de salaires d'ou-
vriers en fonction de leur travail.

g"-‘" pr}cbléme (traduction d'aprés Thureau-Dangin et Neuge-
auer) :
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Fig. 37 Babylonian multiplication
table for products from 18 x 1 to
18 x 60, from the temple library at
Nippur, about 1350 B.c.

1st row: 18 (times) 1 (=) 18

2nd row: 2 36

last row: 11 3,18 —
that is, 3 x 60 + 18 = 198.
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niftratrifferear in dexceras.Eceifdem qdem digitis,((ed ng
eadesmanu) quibus in leua Nupeefignificant,& Viduz,

Circulum faciens exprimir virginitatis coronan

Cumergodicis Vaum,minimumin Leua digitum inflectens
in medium palimzar@um infigas.

Cumdicis I1, fecundum 2’ minimo ibidem impones.

Cumdicis T IT,rerrium fimilirer infectes.

Cumdicis ITIT,minimum leuabiss

Cumdicis  V,fecundum a’ minimo fimilirer eriges,

Cumc}_iclis vI r;:;ﬁumnl'hﬂnn'linui mbis ,medio dg
xat [olo,quimedicus appellatur,in medium palma

Cumdicis VLI, minimum folum {uper P:ln:::P:J:dicnn,c: -
rerisinterim Leuaris,impones.

%I:t:u wem,cun d;cis ‘»’ﬂll,rmdjcun'l.-
umdicis V1I11,impudicame regione componess -

Cumdicis X,vn :mpmdids in n:.cgld?n higes arcu pollicisy

Cumdicis XX, {ummitatem impudici internodos indicis,
& pollicis aréte higes. nowut T

Cumdics XXX, vnguesindicis,& pollicisblido coniuns
ges amplexu,

Cumdicis XL ,intcriora pollicis lateri,vel dorfo indicis fu
perduces,ambobus duntaxar erectis.

Cumdicis L , pollicem exreriore arew inftar gracce hiverz [
curuatum ulP;aJm&h inclinabis,

Cumdicis LX, pollicem,vt fupra,curuacumindice eircifle
xo diligenter a' fronte praecin

Cumdicis LXX,indicemn,vtlupra, circiflexum pollicein
longum exenfoimplebis, vngue videlicer inmediom ins
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manuscripts: semel once, bis twice, fer 3 times, etc. Both are still fully * Roman."”
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f ~\ Then 8 from 16 next sub-
tract,

: And 8 is all you'll see,
- ﬁ > Of actors who on stage do
[ P Y] act,

| In farce or comedy.

{ And if from 18 you take 9,

| You'll find but 9 remain,

Of dancing dogs, drest very
fine,

=] Their steps to well maintain.

So 10 from 20 likewige show

The produce still is 10,

Of boats with sails, or made
to row -

By jolly watermen.
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